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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE LADIES COUNTY GOLF ASSOCIATION

CECIL LEITCH TROPHY COMPETITION FOR CLUB MATCHES

RULES 2011
1. The Competition is open to all clubs that are affiliated to the NORTHAMPTONSHIRE LADIES COUNTY GOLF ASSOCIATION.  An entry fee to be determined by the committee must be paid to the Treasurer of the Association by the lst February or they will not be entered in the draw for the following year.


2. Matches are to be played between the 1ST MARCH and the 25TH JULY each year. The semi final to be played during the 2ND FULL WEEK OF AUGUST and the final during the 2ND FULL WEEK OF SEPTEMBER on  neutral CONGU Qualifying Courses nominated by the N.L.C.G.A. for the trophy, which will be held for one year.


3. Clubs will be separated into Four Divisions, comprising of no less than four clubs.  If it is found necessary to only have three divisions, the semi-finalists will be the winners of the three divisions plus the runner-up with the best ratio of team matches won per matches played.  If this results in a tie, the team with the best ratio of individual matches won per individual matches played will be the fourth semi-finalist.


4. The dates of all matches must be fixed and the Cecil Leitch Organiser notified by the 1st February each year.  Fixtures may be altered up to 14 days before they are due to be played, but thereafter only upon the agreement of the Captains of both teams.


5. The draw shall take place at the DELEGATE’S MEETING IN MARCH of the preceding year.  The Executive Committee of the N.L.C.G.A. must be notified of withdrawal from the Competition by the 1st February.

6. a) The teams shall consist of seven players the format of the competition is 7 individual 2 ball matches. 

b) If any participating club is unable to field 7 players they must advise the County Cecil Leitch Organiser or N.L.C.G.A committee member 24 hours prior to the match being played.  Discussions and agreements are NOT to be made between opposing team Captains.

c) The Home team Captain should confirm the date and time with Captain of opposing team 1 week prior to the match being played.

d) Any Club unable to field a full team, in the first instance will be given a warning, in the second instance be excluded from the competition the following year.

7. The players must have certified CONGU handicaps.  There shall be a handicap limit of 12 – 30 inclusive. “Starred” handicap golfers will be excluded from Cecil Leitch Competitions (See CONGU rules).  Players with handicaps 31-36 inclusive may play but will have to play off 30. 

The handicap allowance is the full difference in line with CONGU rules.


8. A player may not play for more than one club in any one season.


9. All clubs in the same division shall play ‘home’ and ‘away’ matches against one another. Visiting clubs shall have the honour on the first tee.


10.
Each team must appoint a Captain, playing or non-playing, who is responsible for the whole match.  Neither a playing or non –playing Captain may give advice to her team once play has commenced.


11.
Not later than 15 MINUTES before the match is due to commence Captains, using the official match sheets provided by the Cecil Leitch Organiser, must exchange lists of their teams with the lowest handicap player going out first followed by the team in handicap order.  Players may not be substituted once sheets have been exchanged and lists may only be altered to correct an inadvertent error in the team order.  Matches must start on time from the 1st tee, and, so far as is reasonably practicable, the individual matches must be played in list order. In the event of a player being more than 10 minutes late, the individual match should be played, where possible, and the result together with an explanation by BOTH team captains be forwarded to the Cecil Leitch organiser for a decision to be applied under R & A  Decisions on the Rules of Golf - Rule 6.3.


12. Matches must be played on a qualifying Course in accordance with CONGU rules.  The tees of the day may be used.


13. All matches must be played to a finish.  A win or a walkover scores one point.  Full details of individual matches must be recorded on an official Cecil Leitch result sheet so that divisional ties can be decided on the aggregate of points in all matches played.  In the event of a team forfeiting a match under these rules, the opposing team shall, for the purposes of resolving divisional ties, be regarded as having won all seven individual matches 1UP.


14. The Committee or an authorised representative of the club where a match is being held is the sole arbiter of whether the course is playable.  In the event that the course is declared unplayable, after the match has commenced, unless the match can be resumed on that day, that match shall be void and rearranged as soon as possible, with no obligation to field all or any of the players who had participated in the void match.


15. The result of all matches must be sent on official result sheets IMMEDIATELY by the HOME CAPTAIN to the Cecil Leitch Organiser, and must include the details of the result of each individual match; recorded on official forms in the correct format as advised by the Cecil Leitch organiser and should be signed by both Captains.
 

16. The procedure for protests arising from any match played in the competition is as follows:-

(a) The Captain of the protesting team must set out in writing the grounds of her protest.

(b) She must ensure, so far as is reasonably practicable, that within 8 days of the match in question the Captain of the opposing team receives a copy of the written grounds of protest.

(c) The written grounds of protest must be delivered to the Cecil Leitch Organiser within 8 days of the match in question

(d) If the Captain of the opposing team wishes to reply to the protest she must do so in writing, and her reply must be delivered to the Cecil Leitch Organiser within 8 days of receipt of the written grounds of protest under Rule 18 (b).

(e) Failure to comply with the procedure under Rule 18 (a)-(d) may invalidate a protest or reply as the case may be.

(f) The Cecil Leitch Organiser will as soon as possible send to the protesting Captain a copy of any written reply received under Rule 18 (d).

(g) In addition to considering the written grounds of protest and any written reply, the Executive Committee of the N.L.C.G.A. may, before reaching its decision, investigate a protest further in so far as it considers it necessary.

(h) The decision of the Executive Committee of the N.L.C.G.A. upon any protest under Rule 18 shall be final.

17. The Executive Committee of the N.L.C.G.A. shall appoint referees who will be available to adjudicate in the final from clubs not competing in the final. 

The Captains must decide the honour on the first tee by the toss of a coin.

18. If the Executive Committee of the N.L.C.G.A. is satisfied that a team has breached any of these rules and/or the Rules of the R & A the Executive Committee may order:-

(a) that a team forfeit any match or individual match, and/or

(b) that the point for any match or individual match be awarded to the opposing team and/or

(c) that a team be disqualified from the competition for the year in which the breach occurred and/or

(d) from the next year’s competition
 

In the event of a team being disqualified, under Rule 21 all matches, prior to disqualification, shall be treated as if they had not been played.

19
(a) A Club whose course has ceased to count for CONGU handicap purposes may not   enter or continue to compete in the competition.

(b) In the event of a club ceasing to compete in the competition under 19 (a) above any of its matches prior to its ceasing to compete shall be treated as if they had not been played.

20. All players in CECIL LEITCH team matches MUST be members of the

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE LADIES COUNTY GOLF ASSOCIATION.


(effective 1994 onwards)


21.
(a) Competitors may only use caddies in the semi final and final matches and they must not be a PROFESSIONAL or ASSISTANT PROFESSIONAL golfer. 

(b) Players may not use buggies for any Cecil Leitch Matches, except with a valid

                 Doctors certificate which must be for a permanent disability, not a temporary 

                 condition.

          (c) Mobile phones may be taken on the course in case of an emergency but are to be switched off at all times during the match.     

(d) Laser and GPS measuring devices may be used but only for measuring the course not for wind speed temperature etc. 

(e) Courtesy of the course must not be requested.  If competitors wish to have a practice round they must pay the appropriate green fee to the club concerned.


     22.  Health and Safety.    Any spectators for Cecil Leitch matches are        advised to notify the golf club of their presence on the course.

23.  Penalty for breach of any Cecil Leitch rule – DISQUALIFICATION.


24.  All questions arising under these rules shall be decided by the Executive Committee of the N.L.C.G.A.

25. All matches to be played under R&A Rules of Golf.

Revised January 2011


