Regional Representative Report

Notes from EWGA AGM on 23 March:

· Finances for last year left EWGA with a profit of £63K

· More efficient user of money markets

· Tighter procedures for collecting late subscription fees

· Raised sponsorship income

· All last year’s sponsors remain with EWGA; Volvo is a new sponsor

· Golf will become an Olympic sport in 2016.  The team will be a mix of Professional, Amateur, male and female.

· Merger:

· The date for the vote has been put back until possible early autumn

· The Road Shows will go ahead, but no dates as yet

· The merger is needed, only Bowls and Rugby Union now have separate governing bodies

· Wales already merged, Scotland and Australia will merge this year, all EU countries are merged

· Subscription fees for 2012 have already been agreed, therefore the fees change after the merger will not come into effect for both M & F until 2013

· Post merger the finances will be joined: EWGA’s  operating profit will join EGU operating profit of £1.2m into the merger 

· Golf partnerships continue to grow: 32 counties have active partnerships.  Northants partnership very active

· Numbers of lady golfers continues to fall, but the fall is not as large as the previous year: 2010 - 2.7%  2009 - 3.1%

· There was a request for more “Golf Volunteers” to help promote the game for juniors and new golfers.  Details can be found on www.golfvolunteers.org
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