NORTHAMPTONSHIRE LADIES COUNTY GOLF ASSOCIATION

Club Delegates Meeting at Northampton Golf Club 7:30 pm

Monday 4 July 2011

1. Comments From Previous Meeting

a. At the last meeting, I advertised the Ladies Regional Championships 12-14 Jul.  Sadly, this had to be cancelled as I received only 6 entries before the closing date, and interestingly, 2 after the closing date.  Next Year Northants will be hosting the Australian Spoons Regional Final.  Can you ensure that your clubs enter the preliminary rounds at your home clubs so that Northants does not repeat this year’s embarrassment.

b. The format of the Regional Ladies Championship may be changed next year to a 36-hole stroke play event rather than the current 3 day event.

c. This year’s Girls Championship will be held on 3 August at Coventry GC Warwickshire.  H’cap Limit 20.  Further details are on the website.  As of Wednesday last week, there were NO entries from Northants.  Please advertise this event – entry forms are on the website. 

d. Golf Partnership still looking for volunteers to attend the PGA Level 1 Coaching course.  If anyone is interested, either email me or David Davis on daviddavisgolfpro@yahoo.co.uk.  Level 1 - Assist more qualified coaches, delivering aspects of coaching sessions, normally under direct supervision

2. County Competitions (Ada Parr)

a. Ada gave an excellent presentation on the possible reasons for the reduction in entries for County competitions.  Several ideas came from the discussions.  One idea was the possibility that the County committee might divide the county into three and run a Par 3 competition followed by a talk from a County Committee member.  She would explain the work of the committee, the part that lady club golfers play in it and the experience they may gain from inclusion.

b. It was agreed that Department Store vouchers are the way ahead for prizes.  

c. Possible changes to the format of County competitions were explored.  The details of the potential changes will be discussed at the next County Committee meeting and again at the AGM in autumn.

d. Interestingly the survey that Ada carried out closely compared with a survey carried out in Warwickshire in 2009.  The comments were similar: ladies were reluctant to travel distances for County competitions, but they were happy to travel to Opens; ladies preferred non-qualifying ‘fun’ competitions to qualifying ‘championship style events; events during the week excluded working ladies but also those same ladies were reluctant to spend time playing competitive golf at the weekends at they wanted to spend time with their spouses.  

3. Update EWGA / EGU Amalgamation

a. Road shows for merger have been abandoned.  In the near future clubs will be receiving a DVD giving details of the Merger.  Although this will be (should be) sent to the Ladies Hon Secretary it may be viewed by the club generally – should you wish.

b. Accompanying paperwork will be published on the website and is downloadable – however it may be up to 90 pages long.  I am likely to receive my own copy; any insomniacs may borrow it if they wish.

c. The new management board is currently being organised and four ladies have been selected, from several who applied, to serve on the English Golf Board should the merger go ahead.

d. We should hear the date of the merger vote in the next few weeks as it is rumoured that the planned date for the main merger vote will be in late Oct or early November.  

e. I have several votes already; however, you may wish to wait until you have seen the DVD before informing me of your club’s vote.  I shall email as soon as I hear the final voting date.

4. AOB

a. Northants won County Week for a second consecutive year.  They will play the County Finals at Thorndon Park GC in Essex on 12-16 September.  They will be competing against teams from Gloucestershire, Sussex, Lancashire, Lincolnshire and winner of Eastern Region.

b. Sign up to Website Newsletter.  I have emailed a notice for your changing rooms.  In the June free prize draw, for members who signed up the monthly e-newsletter and offers, Margaret Butler won a set of PING clubs, Angela Waite won a trip to The Solheim Cup and Emma Griffin won a midweek break for two at Champneys.

c. New competition:  Par 3 Competition being held at Ramsdale Park GC in Notts on Wednesday 17 Aug.  This is open to h’caps 0-36 and so is totally inclusive, format is to play in teams of 3 £15 per person entry fee (£46.50, 50p each for charity).  Low entry so far – can this be advertised in clubs.  

d. Regional Foursomes being replaced with and pairs 18-hole Better Ball, ¾ handicap max individual h’cap of 24.  This competition is being held at Burnham Beeches Golf Club in Sth Bucks.  This is a prestigious course easily accessible from the M40.  To play a round mid week with a member the green fees are £50, there to enter this competition at a cost of £30 per pair is extremely good value.

e. Regional Rep – At the end of next year, I shall complete my tree year tenure as the Northamptonshire Regional Representative.  I am therefore looking for my successor.  Anyone who is interested in this challenging role please contact me for further details.

5. Date of next meeting:     

 Monday 7th November 10:30 Northampton GC (3 delegates per club)

Sandy Pattenden

South Midlands Regional Representative

Two Hoots,  9 Owl End Way,  Lower Boddington,  Daventry  NN11 6YA

Tel:  01327 261339  // 07788 714749

Email:  sandy.pattenden@byte-it.net
